#56 Phase Two Possihilities, Sullivan County Sugtainable Energy Commission

This column fallows on the column of last week in discussing possibilities for Phase
Two godsfor the Sullivan County Sustainable Energy Commission that will be formed
in the months immediately ahead. 1t is hoped that this column will simulate public
interest in participating in the desgn and implementation of sustainable energy projects
sponsored by the SEC aswell as projects directed entirely by town and village, by home
and business owners. The conclusion of last week’ s column was that there are thousands
of existing buildings that need to be retrofitted for energy savings, renewable energy
production, higher indoor air qudity, greater durability and affordability. New
congtruction is projected at more than one billion dollars in the near term and every effort
must be made to secure the community, hedlth and econmic benefits of sustaingble
building design and performance.

Phase Two of the SEC, according to County Legidature Chair, Jonathan Rouis, “will
ded drictly with the production of energy for farms and agribusinesses and will be
completed with assstance from the Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Development...and
the County Grants Adminigtration. Thiswork isaready in progress.

Here are some of the detalls. A thorough farm energy audit will commence by April 1
on as many as 20 dairy farms. Thiswork done under a 100% financed NY SERDA
contract will collect the data necessary for individua farmers to make decisions about
where to conserve energy, where to be more efficieint in energy use and which renewable
energy production technology to employ. Choices range from smdl to large wind
turbines, solar eectric, solar thermdl, geo-thermd, bio-mass and micro-hydro.

The drategy is to focus on controlling and lowering cogts of operation where farmer
decison-making remains strong compared to the mgority of decisonswhich are
controlled by large conglomerates remote from farming in generd and local farmersin
particular. Such a strategy aso supports the independence, self-rdiance and frugdity of
farmers. Of course, it dso contributes to the necessity of cutting back in consumption of
resources and reducing the use of foss| fuds and their toxic effects on public and
environmenta hedth. When the dairy farm audits are finished, audits will become
available for non-dairy and non-farming agribusinesses. This auditing activity will take &
least two or more years to complete.

Farmers who complete the energy audit will then decide on congtruction and retrofit
measures to obtain the benefitsin energy and dollar savings. These decisionswill create
ademand for green materids and technologies that will lead to many new jobs and
growth in sizefor severd loca businesses.

Concurrent with the energy audits, farms will be measured and surveyed for optimal
renewable energy production systems. There are many obstacles here aswell asthe
largest opportunities to lower costs of operation and mitigate the negative impacts of the
decisons made in the past about buildings, materids, equiipment and energy use. Four
farms have dready been evauated and the main obstacle is the same issue this column
has identified many times. Thereisalack of coordination, alack of knowledge of what
is needed, what other organizations are doing and requiring in their regulations, and what
impact this has on efficient, effective implementation of energy savings. The old, flaved
ideas and relationships have not yet been adegately replaced. NY SERDA, USDA and
other funding sources do not engage in the creation of articulated or competible protocols



with the exigting utility that provides supply and tranamisson of dectricty. Thisisthetip
of theiceberg of obstacles.

But, the hours spent on-site and on the phone with local farmers warms and energizes
the will to find the way to accomplish the first age in the outfitting of farms with labor,
energy, dollar savings and income producing opportunities. After dl, farmers are the
most essentid of businesses the world over. Thisincontrovertible fact has been ignored
and forgotten. The wdfare of every citizen istied up with sucess in changing that.

Our loca farm and agribusiness families comprise the largest industry in Sullivan County
and they deserve amagjor increase in support for the Sulllvan County farm energy project.



